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   òIt only takes a spark to get a fire go-
ing...ó For 25 years, this well know hymn from the 

1980s, has been one of my favorites. I like it because 
it reminds us all that the mightiest fire is started by 
one tiny spark. This is the answer to those who won-
der about the importance of one personõs contribu-
tion to the good and well being of St. Barnabas.   
   On February 8/9, our bishop, Jim Mathes, will 
spark our annual diocesan convention, our annual 
diocesan family reunion, at St. Margaretõs in Palm 
Desert. òEmpowered for Ministryó is the organiza-
tional theme. Elections, annual budget and resolu-
tions form the infra structure which supports our 
mission in Christ in 2008. The six of us who visited 
El Salvador in July 2007 are sponsoring Resolution 08
-04 to Covenant with the Companion Diocese of El 
Salvador. We propose to commit ourselves to walk 
with our sisters and brothers in El Salvador in prayer 
and cooperation thereby strengthening the bonds of 
affection with the larger Anglican Communion. You 
elected Addis Ward and Haddon Salt to represent 
you while Nancy+ and I will attend because we are 
your clergy. The following day during our annual par-
ish meeting, we will report to you the highlights of 
the actions which we took as our diocesan family. 
   On February 10th after the one Holy Eucharist 
at 9:30 am, we will gather for 30 minutes so that  
through elections, budget and financial reporting, we 
will conduct the business of our parish family.  
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Our Stewardship Chair and Peopleõs Warden, Bill 
Walker, will compliment you on your generosity while 
our Treasurer, Margaret Orenyak, will report the ves-
tryõs prudent use of the money you have given us last 
year. I will thank those who are completing their ser-
vice on the vestry: Jill Bennett, Nancy Bye, L. Louise 
Jee, and my Warden, Ann White. We will then all en-
joy a tasty brunch in our Friendship Circle catered by 
Kendallõs. Come, be part of the spark which ignites 
anew the fire of our love which shares the love of 
Christ with everyone. 
    On February 24th during the one Holy Eucha-
rist at 9:30 am, the highlight of our bishop Jim 
Mathesõ annual visit, +Jim will preside, preach and 
receive Dee OõBrien and Bill Engstrom into the Epis-
copal Church. He looks forward to visiting with eve-
ryone and he will conclude his visit over a business 
lunch with the vestry. It is important to celebrate our 
ministry together - not just as a spark within Borrego 
Springs but also within the diocese. Truly the size of 
the congregation is secondary to its inner dynamism.  
Regularly we gather for prayer, study and action; once 
a year we recognize, celebrate and thank God for the 
fact that we are part of a diocese, part of the Episco-
pal Church, part of the Anglican Communion.  
   With this month Nancy+ and I conclude our 
seventh year of priestly service as your clergy. We 
have achieved many worthwhile goals. Thanks to 
Godõs inspiration and everyoneõs good will, (cont. pg 2)   


